Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #31 
November 15, 2021 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book 
“REEDED EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES”. 
Others were added to my list of interested collectors after I announced my “38 Most 
Common Die Marriages” would be emailed once a month, starting in August 2019 at the 
ANA Coin Show in Chicago. I am now encouraging Liberty Seated Coin Club Members 
to join in the hunt. 


My intention is to educate collectors further in the study of Reeded Edge Halves. I will 
continue to report such topics as follows: 


1. The 38 Most Common Die Marriages (started August, 2019 on a monthly 
basis). 


2. The results of recent auction sales of R-4 and rarer die marriages. 


3. Have photos of interesting die stages. . 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


In October 15, 2021’s Newsletter #30, I presented information and photos on the 1838 
GR-6 die marriage. Next on the list is the 1838 GR-8 die marriage. 


1838 GR-8 


Although 1838 GR-8 is easy to attribute and only rated R-2 (501 to 1,000 known), I have 
found this die marriage very hard to find in any grade. Looking at Dick Graham’s census 
for GR-8, he lists 66, 66, 65, 64, 64, 64, 62, 62, 62, 61 and 61, published in 2012. In my 
2021 Final Census, reported last month, I had 63, 62, 58, 58, 45, 45, 35, 35, 35, 30 and 
30, reported by JRCS, Bust Half Nut members, LSCC and others. 


Since Dick’s census has 11 specimens graded MS61 or higher, you would think the die 
marriage should be rated R-2. However, for the longest time, PCGS VF30 was the best I 
could find. When I checked Heritage Coin Auction Archives, I could only find 5 
specimens attributed as GR-8, they were NGC MS66, NGC MS62, PCGS AUS58 CAC, 
PCGS AUS58 and PCGS XF45 CAC.. 


Prior to Dick Graham’s book in 2012, the die marriage was listed as 1838 JR-5 (Jules 
Reiver’s designation in his Variety Identification Manual in 1988). 
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After searching various coin archives, I still had trouble locating high grade 1838 GR-8’s 
that were unattributed. 


DO NOT put off finding this die marriage for your collection as it may be very under 
rated. 
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1838 GR-8 PCGS AU50 Obverse (Courtesy of StacksBowers) 


Perhaps the easiest way to identify this die marriage is by the fact that Star 8 is heavily 
recut on the bottom right side (see photo above). You may also notice that there is a long 
die break that starts at the point of the bust and continues through Stars 1-2-3-4-5 and 6 to 
the top of Liberty’s Cap and ends in the field near Star 7. The Stars on this obverse 
usually come weak. 

2 


The photo on the previous page appears to be a Very Late Die Stage (VLDS) as there is 
clashing on Liberty on her breast near her throat that is “U” shaped. 





1838 GR-8 NGC MS62 Reverse — Prime (Courtesy of Heritage) 


The above photo is a Prime specimen (no cracks). This die marriage is one of only 5 
known die marriages that have a Prime reverse only. The other four are: 1837 GR-19, 
1838 GR-7, 1839 GR-1 and 1839 GR-6. All of them tougher die varieties. 


Graham mentions “crossbars 3 & 4 to Second Outside Shield Border on left and slightly 
into left wing” and “crossbar 2 very thinly to Second Outside Shield Border”. He also 


mentions “crossbars 3 and 7 into right wing very slightly”. F2 is soft and flat. 
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Blowup of Star 8 on 1838 GR-8 


The above photo shows the recutting on the right side of Star 8 for 1838 GR-8. 
Obviously, 1838 GR-8 is easier to attribute on the obverse but don’t forget to check the 
reverse. Someone finding one with a die crack, may have a very special coin. 


This is the 26" of 38 monthly Newsletters having large photos and information on the 38 
Most Common Die Marriages. Next month’s Newsletter will feature information and 
large photos on the 1838 GR-9 Die Marriage. 


Additional Commentary 


On October 11, 2021, John D, of Chicago, reported that he was the happy winner of an 
auction by David Kahn for an 1839 GR-3 in PCGS XF45. John didn’t say how much this 
R-5+ specimen sold for but did mention there were 29 watchers and 25 bids from about 
12 bidders. See photos of John’s coin on next page. 





John D.’s 1839 GR-3 (R-5+) in PCGS XF45 Obverse 


John D.’s 1839 GR-3 (R-5+) in PCGS XF45 Reverse 
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Since the same Obverse 1 is used on 1839 GR-1, GR-2, GR-3 and GR-4 (Die Bulges in 
Fields in front of Liberty’s face and behind her head), the easiest way to attribute 1839 
GR-3 is to find the gouge at the end of the arrow shaft that touches the tail feather, as 
shown above. There is another gouge at approximately the same angle that crosses the 
tail feather, slightly above it 


Notice. 


This month, November 22, 2021, StacksBowers will auction at least 9 Reeded Edge 
Halves in their 2" Session including a NGC Shipwrecked Effect 1838 GR-5 (R-7), an 
1837 GR-25 (R-5+), an 1839 GR-2 (R-5+) and an 1839 GR-3 (R-5+). 


On November 29, 2021, StacksBowers will also auction 37 additional lots of Reeded 
Edge Halves including (2) 1837 GR-1’s (R-5), an 1837 GR-11 (R-5) and two rarer die 
marriages of 1839-O. Some of the coins are duplicates from my collection but at least 17 
coins are from other collectors. 


This auction will have the most Reeded Edge Halves since Jules Reiver’s Collection was 
sold in January 30, 2006. 


I should have some very interesting results in next month’s Newsletter. 


More Commentary 


I have recently moved from Moreno Valley, CA to Riverside, CA and in the process, had 
to relocate tons of boxes of old publications including boxes of “old Coin World from 
1996 to 2004 and later”. Also have many old auction catalogs from Bowers and Ruddy, 
Bowers and Merena, Stack’s, StacksBowers, Superior, Hamner Rooke and more. If 
anyone could use some of these old publications, let me know and I will see what I can 
do for you. I can be reached by phone at (951) 359-9623 or you can email me at: 


Bustcoinl@verizon.net 


I invite readers of this Newsletter to provide me with pictures and information about your 
rare finds so I can feature them in a future Newsletter. 


Again, If you have any comments about Reeded Edge Halves that I might include in 
future Reeded Edge Half Newsletters, please email me at bustcoinl@verizon.net or send 
them to: 
Jim Koenings 
P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


One last thought, Dick Graham mentions that 1837 GR-24 may be found with two 
different size planchets. If any of you have noticed any Die Marriages that you have that 
appear to be on different size planchets, I would like to hear from you. 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes its J R Journal 
normally about 3 times a year. There is so much you can learn from the many articles 
that are published, including New Discoveries, Census Information on early silver issues, 
mint processes, die stage information and more. Membership is just $25 per year. 
Anyone interested may contact W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net . 


LSCC 


I also strongly recommend that collectors interested in Liberty Seated Coins join LSCC. 
LSCC publishes it’s Gobrecht Journal 3 times a year by Bill Bugert. They also have their 
E-Gobrecht Monthly Newsletter that is published by Paul Kluth. Membership is just $25 
per year. Anyone interested may contact Jeff Ball at jeffballphoto@gmail.com . 
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